
NOTES: 
1. Potentially exceptional circumstances may be considered by commissioners of NHS health care in Oxfordshire where there is 

evidence of significant health status impairment (e.g. inability to perform activities of daily living.) 
2. This policy will be reviewed in the light of new evidence or new guidance from NICE. 
3. The MOBBB Priorities Committee Minutes and NHS Oxfordshire’s policies  can be viewed at 

http://www.oxfordshirepct.nhs.uk/professional-resources/priority-setting/default.aspx 
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The South Central Priorities Committee (Milton Keynes, Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Berkshire East and Berkshire West PCTs) has considered the evidence for the clinical and 
cost effectiveness of hemicraniectomy for malignant middle cerebral artery (MCA) 
infarction.  On the basis of the evidence available from randomised controlled trials, the 
Committee RECOMMENDS that NHS funding should be available for patients meeting the 
selection criteria set out below. 
 
Selection criteria 
 
1. Referred within 24 hours of onset of symptoms and treated within a maximum of 48 hours 
and 
2. Clinical deficits suggestive of infarction in the territory of the MCA with a score on the National 

Institutes of Health Stroke Scale (NIHSS) of above 15 
 
Exclusions 
Hemicraniectomy for MCA infarction should not be considered if any of the following apply: 
 
 Pre-stroke score on the modified Rankin Scale (mRS) > or = to 2 
 Two fixed dilated pupils 
 Contralateral ischaemia or other brain lesion that could affect outcome  
 Space-occupying haemorrhagic transformation of the infarct (> or = to parenchymal 

haemorrhage grade 2) 
 Life expectancy <3 years 
 Other serious illness that could affect outcome 
 Known coagulopathy or systemic bleeding disorder 
 Contraindication for anaesthesia 
 Patient has made an advance decision, valid under the Mental Capacity Act 2005, to decline 

treatment in this clinical situation 
 


