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INTERIM Policy Statement: The clinical management of women with PIP
breast implants

Buckinghamshire Clinical Commissioning
Board decision: Approved

Date of Issue: March 2012

NHS Buckinghamshire has considered the Department of Health (DH) guidance and
professional advice, both national and local, and agreed that the following NHS
interventions will be available to women who have previously received PIP breast implants:

The latest advice from the NHS and plastic surgery experts is that women with PIP breast implants
do not need to have them removed, unless they have symptoms such as pain and tenderness.
There is no link to cancer and no clear evidence of an increased risk of harm compared to other
brands of breast implants.

For any woman with PIP implants
 All women should be able to see their GP to discuss further steps.
 All women should be able have an assessment by a surgeon once funding has been put in place. A

form must be completed by the Clinician.
 Unless they have new breast symptoms, the referral of women will be considered as 'non-urgent' (and

therefore not within the 2 week wait rule), but should be within the usual 18 week wait for consultation
 Women should be referred to the plastic surgery service, not to breast services.
 If the woman chooses and the surgeon agrees, her management could include an examination by

imaging to see if there is any evidence that the implant has ruptured.
 Women who decide to keep their PIP implants should be monitored, by their GP, on an annual basis.
 There should be no time limit on removing the PIP implants.

Women who received their breast implants on the NHS
 All women who have received a PIP implant funded by the NHS will be contacted by the national team to

inform them that they have a PIP implant and to provide relevant information and advice. If in the
meantime NHS patients seek information about the make of their implant, then this will be provided free
of charge.

 Women can have their implants removed and replaced, if a woman, after appropriate counselling,
decides with her NHS surgeon that it is right to do so.

Women who received their breast implants privately
 Women who had private surgery should contact their surgeon/clinic; if this is not possible (they will need

to demonstrate that this is the case), they can ask for an assessment by an NHS surgeon; via their GP
and once funding has been agreed.

 NHS Buckinghamshire will fund removal of PIP implants if, informed by an assessment of clinical need,
risk or the impact of unresolved concerns, a woman, after appropriate counselling, decides with her
surgeon that it is right to do so. The NHS will not replace the implants.

 If a patient requests a replacement, funding approval from the Individual Case Review Panel will need to
be obtained; requests should be submitted to NHS Buckinghamshire’s IFR/Priorities team.

 Under DH regulations, women should not pay for private implants to be inserted during the NHS
procedure of PIP implants removal. Read the policy on Private/NHS funding.
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Further information

Dame Sally Davies, Chief Medical Officer, has written to health professionals about the PIP
breast implants

* Read the letter from the Chief Medical Officer:
www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/01/pip-breast-implants-letters-to-professionals/

* Read the PIP breast implants interim report:
www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/01/pip-implants-interim-report/

The Department of Health has been running an advertising campaign advising women who have
PIP implants.

* See the Government's advert about PIP implants:
www.dh.gov.uk/health/2012/01/advice-on-pip-implants/

It recommends that women visit the NHS Choices website for more information:
www.nhs.uk/news/2012/01January/Pages/government-reviewadvises-on-french-pip-breast-
implants.aspx

NB: Hospital Trusts must complete a notification form if not already done so by the
patient’s GP for all women reviewed in their outpatient clinics. All women are expected to be seen
in the Plastics & Reconstructive Surgery Department, not breast services.
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PIP BREAST IMPLANTS - FUNDING REQUEST PROFORMA
To be completed by the responsible clinician (must be typed)

Patient identifiers
PLEASE Do NOT use
the patient’s name

NHS
No:

DoB:

Hospital name Dept name

Notifying Clinician’s
name
Diagnosis YES NO

Proposed intervention Removal of PIP Breast Implant(s)

MRI scan undertaken

Were the PIP
implant(s) originally
funded on the NHS?

Yes/No* (delete as applicable)
If yes, please provide the name of the hospital/provider:

Will the implant(s) be replaced?

Yes/No* (delete as applicable)

Were the PIP
implant(s) originally
provided by a private
provider?

Yes/No* (delete as applicable)

If yes, please provide the name/address of private provider:

Will the implant(s) be removed by the NHS?

Yes/No* (delete as applicable)
If private provider will
not remove PIPs, what
reason(s) has been
given?
I confirm my patient is registered with a Buckinghamshire GP and meets the criteria as described
in Policy Statement TBC and I understand that NHS Buckinghamshire will audit treatment and
activity for assurance of compliance.

Signature of notifying Consultant:

Date: Department:

Please fax completed form to: 01494 552273 (safe haven fax) or email scanned version to
buckspct.icrp@nhs.net


